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WASPS Training Ground Proposal and the impact on the Local 
Community. 

 
 
The documents and emails contained within this document are by no means a final 
and complete set of objections, merely an indication of the implications of the 
proposed site on the local and wider community. They have been collected over just 
a 48hr period. 
 
If we believe what we read, there are only 100 members of the gym that will be 
affected by the closure. This is a gross misrepresentation of the potential impact on 
the wider community. There are in fact almost 300 users of the gym, many of 
whom are there after recommendations from the Henley Medical Practice. A letter 
from the Medical Practice is enclosed. 
 
The facilities also include the sports hall and the smaller fitness studios, the 
astroturf and grass pitches. There are 10 local grass roots football clubs that use 
the facilities, each of whom have several teams including Henley Forest, Claverdon, 
West Midlands Foxes, Hockley Heath, Central Ajax, Henley School and KES play 
hockey there, for KES this is their home ground. It is also used by Stratford Hockey 
Club. The local cricket clubs practice there as well as Claverdon Rugby Club. Several 
of the above clubs have sent their initial thoughts on the potential effects. 
 
Moving indoors to the sports hall, which has a Community Use Order in place, we 
have The Warwickshire Bears, our disabled basket ball team who have used the 
facility since it opened, netball clubs, children’s cricket clubs, weightlifting, Pilates, 
the list goes on and on. Again, documents stating the effect on these clubs is 
included. 
 
The closure of the such a valuable local resource would have a far greater impact on 
the local community than current suggestions. There are over 1200 people a week 
that pass through the gates, gates that must remain open for the benefit and 
health of our community. 
 
The concern is, that the sale is completed and the new owners close the site, it then 
remains empty until such time that our local sports clubs have been forced to 
disband and, the council decide the site is redundant and needs developing – hey 
presto planning is granted. 
 
The financial implications to our community and local businesses would certainly be 
felt, but more importantly the health and wellbeing of our residents would be 
adversely affected by the proposed closure if the site. 



 
 

 



 
 

Warwickshire Bears Basketball Club  

The Bears moved to Henley-in-Arden when the sports centre was first opened.  

The club run three sessions a week as well as play our home fixtures on a Sunday.  

The club has in excess of 50 members who play for the six teams we have entered into the 
B.W.B National league. We also run a women’s only team, who also play in the B.W.B 
National Women’s League.  

Also, we have around 15 junior players and also run a team that plays in the Lord Taverner’s 
National League. The juniors are from all over the Warwickshire are and beyond. For most of 
the juniors this is the only sport in which they are involved (not many take part in P.E at 
school due to their disability.  

The club also host “taster sessions” for local schools, colleges and youth groups like the 
scouts and Girl guides. These are also run at the sports centre as it is easier for access for 
specialist basketball wheelchairs. This helps break down barriers and misconceptions 
regarding disability. This is especially helpful for our junior players.  

The club is not just a sports team to many of the members. It is also a close community that 
offers support and help to each other. Before joining the Bears many of the members were 
isolated and had no other local support except from family.  

The Bears also have several ex-servicemen and women who have injuries and joined the club 
to be part of a team and club. Again, the club offers support and help for these members. 
Some have been selected for Invictus Games. (two members have been just been selected for 
2020 Invictus games at the Hague).  

The club is self-funded by means of players subscriptions, bag packing events, sponsored 
events ect. We have recently started providing “corporate Days for local businesses and again 
use the facilities at the Henley sports centre.  

Last year alone the club paid over £11,000 to the sports centre for hire of the sports centre. 
The club also invested £1,000 for the purchase a shipping container to store the junior’s 
wheelchairs. Also, the club purchased 6 new sports wheelchairs (each costing in excess of 
£2,500) so our juniors would have the necessary equipment to practice and play in matches.  

With the proposed sale of the site in Henley-in-Arden, this has left us desperately searching 
for alternative arrangements. The main issues we have found is  

1. Availability. Some where that can offer 3 sessions a week for practice and also Sundays to 
play fixtures.  



 
 
2. Accessibility. The facility needs to be accessible for the members who are in wheelchairs 
or use other walking aids to assist them.  

3. Toilets/Showers or wet Rooms. Does the facility have disabled toilets, showers/wet rooms 
for members to use?  

4. Storage. Does the facility offer access to storage or allow us to transport our containers 
with chairs and place it somewhere that has easy access for our members and juniors to 
access?  

5. Is it within reasonable distance for members to reach (we currently have members who 
come as far as London, Bristol, Wolverhampton ect) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
Club – Henley Forest FC  

Members – 35 junior, 20 senior  

Effect:  

The loss of a winter training facility will have a potentially devastating effect on Henley 
Forest FC. Why?:  

The facility is the only floodlit astroturf or sports hall fit for purpose in a relatively large area, 
spanning to Stratford in the south, Redditch in the west, Solihull in the north and Warwick in 
the east. All of these are over 20 minutes drive on a good trip.  

All of the junior players are local. The majority of these travel to training in the evening by 
walking or cycling. Logistically it will be very difficult for them to attend training which 
could result in them deciding not to train.  

The football club lost 2 junior teams and has created 1 team from last season to this. The club 
is working really hard to provide opportunities for local children to play whilst maintaining 
its status. A loss of local facilities threatens the status of the club given the competition 
amongst other clubs in the towns mentioned previously.  

The lack of alternative facilities coupled with the fact that those nearby will have their 
longterm winter bookings agreed for this season make the ability and opportunity to move 
very difficult.  

Our U10 team is new and just getting used to the routine of training and matches. Disrupting 
this threatens losing players as parents are not too receptive to large changes.  

Our U13 team manager is not able to drive and lives in Henley. Most of the team travel to 
training by walking or cycling to the town so liftsharing is not easy with this team for 
weekdays, parents are not able to offer lifts like Sundays. If he is not able to attend training 
we may lose the team.  

All of the above effects are reduced on the Senior section of the club however Henley is a 
central point to the members of the team. If the training venue is changed to either of the 
towns mentioned above it runs the risk of players not attending training and ultimately 
leaving to join another club.  

Overall, the loss of any local facility will have a potentially huge impact on Henley Forest 
Football club, both this season and it’s ongoing status and ability to provide sports to children 
in the local area.  

Thanks ,Tom 



 
 

 
 

 
Monday November 4th, 2019   

Re: Warwickshire College, Henley-in-Arden  

Hockley Heath FC is a volunteer run, community football club for 
6-13 year olds. We currently have over 80 players  

Ever since we founded the club in Summer 2011, we have hired 
the all weather pitch at Henley on Saturday mornings whenever 
poor weather has made our grass pitch unplayable (every winter, 
and quite a few summers!)  

We have also had a regular, all year round, Friday night booking 
for around 4 years, and from this season, a regular Thursday night 
session (both on the all weather pitch)  

We have also occasionally used the Henley grass pitches for kids 
Sunday league matches, and will be looking to increase our usage 
as our number of teams grow.  

The impact of us not being able to use this facility would be a 
tremendous blow; we would have to move further afield to either 
an all weather pitch in Solihull (with very limited availability) or a 
small indoor sports hall, which in addition to having limited 
availability, would also not be ideally suitable.  

We are hoping that something could be arranged whereby local, 
community run sports clubs such as ourselves, could have current 
and future bookings guaranteed.  

We would welcome the chance to discuss future options and 



 
 
would appreciate having an input into any future decisions 
regarding the facility.  

Yours,  Rob Poole  

Secretary Hockley Heath FC  

 

 
Central Ajax FC 

 
.  
 
I have heard about the potential sale of the Warwickshire college Henley Sports Centre venue to 
Wasps and as a club we are concerned on the impact this will have on not only our club but others in 
the local area.  
 
We have used the site for winter training as a club for the last few years. It is one of several in the 
area that get booked up quickly as the autumn/winter months roll in. Although we are based in 
Warwick and there is a variety of venues we like coming to the site in Henley as it is perfect for our 
teams to play on for 4-6 months of the year.  
 
Our club has 250 players across 13 teams and 2 senior sides who struggle to find venues in Warwick 
and rely on the Henley Sports Centre to house many of our teams. The size and price of hiring means 
we can fit 2 teams on the same space at the same time.  
 
If the venue becomes inaccessible to local grassroots teams who rely on the venue to train then it 
would have a knock on effect across the whole club, teams would not be able to train over the winter 
months meaning players become detached from the teams and may eventually leave to find a club 
that can train and play regularly. Being a high quality all weather pitch it also has an appeal for 
players who play and use the site.   
 
It is also the other clubs that will be affected by this that is concerning. I am aware many teams use it 
for training and if not available they will be looking for alternatives which will swell the demand on 
sites elsewhere. We have good relationships with other local teams and worry for them that the venue 
changing will impact them by not having somewhere to play. 
 
 
Richard Ireland 
Central Ajax Football Club 

 
 
 



 
 

Stratford Hockey Club 
 

Further to our conversation I can confirm the following. Stratford Hockey Club 
currently have 10 hockey teams playing on a Saturday during the season from mid 
September to Easter. Our primary facility is the astro turf at Stratford High School 
which can accommodate up to four home matches in a Saturday. We often have 
more than this - the fixtures being set by the respective leagues.  
 

This season we have booked 23,  90 minute slots at Henley from 14th September to 
28th March 2020. This is over 13 weekends and sometimes we have 2 slots in a 
day, sometimes just one. 
 
I hope this helps. 
 
Regards 
 
Anne  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
Weightlifting Club     Most weekday evenings 
 
 
 
I am the club secretary and youth coach of Warwickshire Weightlifting Club. 
We are a British Weight Lifting licensed club for the sport of weightlifting, 
the Olympic and Commonwealth Games strength sport. 
 
Our club has been active for over ten years. During that time, we have been 
proud to develop and support hundreds of athletes of all ages and abilities. 
These have included national champions in all age groups, from age 12 to 45, 
and athletes representing GB in European Championships and Commonwealth 
Games. 
 
Three of our current youth weightlifters were recently featured on BBC 
Midlands Today: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNQBHkZkLVY 
 
We are constituted as a non-profit organisation with three goals: 

• Youth Development – finding talented young people and helping them 
to compete at the best level they can 

• Performance – supporting national and international-level athletes 

• Community – enabling everyone to support each other to reach their 
own goals, whatever level they are at 

Basing ourselves in Henley-in-Arden is important to us. As the only licensed 
weightlifting club within a twenty-mile radius, we offer opportunities to 
participate in the sport for people who otherwise would have to travel a long 
distance. The sports centre provides an important facility for our club and for 
weightlifting in Warwickshire. Without it, our future would be uncertain. 
 
Regards, 
 
Dan Kent. 
Club Secretary – Warwickshire Weightlifting Club 
 
 
 



 
 
Flyball Dog Training    Saturday Mornings 
 
 
 
We train our Flyball team in the sports hall every Saturday 
morning (9-1). We started training here using it throughout the 
winter months over four years ago. Three years ago we moved 
our team solely indoors, so use the hall every weekend 
throughout the year. We only don't train if we have a competition 
which is only once a month. We have ran Flyball competitions 
there and held training seminars there.  
 
We have 23 adult members, plus 7, 1-18year olds. We have over 
25 dogs.  
 
We spent over a year trying to find a suitable training venue 
indoors, which was central to all our members, allowed dogs, was 
long enough to allow us to set up a full racing lane, had enough 
parking, and was far enough away from houses/people who might 
object to the dogs barking, and was affordable for us. There was 
no where else that met all of these needs so Henley sports hall 
was ideal.  
 
The staff are amazing, always help when we need. And our whole 
club thoroughly love training here and we were so gutted to find 
out we may lose our beloved training venue to wasps.  
 
There are no other ideal venues around for us to train at and I am 
really worried about our clubs future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Henley Hotshots Netball 
 
“Henley Hotshots Netball - we are a “back to netball” team who have a 
varying age range amongst our 20 or so members (approximately early 20’s - 
mid 50’s).   
 
We originally got together and started using the facilities at the Henley site, 
not far off 10 years ago.  At that time, it was predominantly ladies getting 
back into sport after having started a family., and giving them back some 
‘me’ time, whilst getting back to fitness.  The dynamics changed slightly, 
when we found there was an interest from younger players who wanted to get 
back to netball since leaving University.   
 
From the word go, we have used the sport’s hall every Monday evening, 
8.30-9.30pm, thus allowing for childcare arrangements for those of us that 
need it.  This has enabled those living in, or around the surrounding areas of 
Henley to participate in this very popular sport.   
 
The difference it makes to these ladies, not only the physical fitness, but the 
mental well-being is truly amazing.  It would be detrimental to the local 
community to lose such a vital hub. 
 
Our Coach, has recently undertaken a further coaching course, at her own 
personal expense, to set up a Walking Netball Group, which was to be held at 
Henley.  She has already had enquiries from someone who works with 
people with mental health issues, and can see the huge benefit it could have 
on them, to be a member of a team and share the experience. 
 
It would be extremely difficult, for us as a team, to find another location, that 
can accommodate not only the time slot, but enabling everybody to stay 
within reasonable travelling distance.   
 
This is an amazing group of ladies that I have the privilege of playing with in 
a much-loved team sport, and we have always had great service from 
everyone that works at the Henley site.” 
Gill Thacker 



 
 



 
 
  

 
 

4th November 2019 
To whom it may concern, 
 
RE: School use of the Astro-turf at Warwickshire College, Henley-in-
Arden 
 
We were very disappointed to receive via email a letter regarding the sale of the 
Henley site to Wasps Rugby and the subsequent cessation of our use of the facility.  
As a school, we have used the facility on a very regular basis over the past 3 years. 
Currently we use the astro-turf every week for games afternoons on Mondays to 
Thursdays (and sometimes Fridays), for an hour and a half whereby 32 boys and 
girls can experience training and games on a quality hockey facility.  We also play all 
of our home hockey fixtures at the site often having 4 fixtures in a week so on a 
weekly basis approximately 120 students benefit from use of the facility.  We have 
also used the indoor sports hall facilities when necessary. 
 
Hockey at the school has progressed hugely since using the facility as we have been 
able to train more regularly on a good surface and play more frequent matches 
against an increasingly extensive fixture list. 
 
If we were unable to use the facility in the future the hockey provision at the school 
would be seriously disadvantaged.  Our training would have to move to a sub-
standard, three-quarter pitch facility which would obviously not allow for 
competitive full-sided fixtures.  Therefore, due to location, cost and availability, the 
alternative options for ‘Home’ fixtures would be very sparse, the best of which is 
likely to be in Hampton-in-Arden 23 miles and 40 minutes away.  This would be 
unmanageable in the long term and scupper our plans to further extend the hockey 
programme at King Edward VI School. 
 
If the sale goes ahead, the staff, parents and students will be extremely 
disappointed at the loss of a valuable and well-used community resource that is 
much needed within the local area.   
 
Kind regards 
 



 
 

 
 
Toby Wilson 
Director of Sport 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section taken from original planning notice. 



 
 

  


